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conquests made by Florence's powerful rival, Venice. Be-
tween 1400 and 1414 Venice conquered Verona, Padua, Vi-
cenza, Belluno, and Feltre, also Lepanto and Patras, also
Guastalla, Casalmaggiore, and Brescello, In 1416 Venice
gained a great naval victory over the Turkish fleet at Gallip-
oli; and in the next few years subdued all the towns on the
Dalmatian coast, besides waging successful war against Hun-
gary. Venice was at this time at the height of her glory,
growing richer and more powerful every year, with annual
exports valued at 10,000,000 ducats, while the wealth and
magnificence of her governing class was unbounded.

Meanwhile Florence was in these years laying the basis of
a very different kind of glory, the results of which were to be
of much more permanent importance to the world at large.
And this wondrous morning of the Renaissance in Art, which
shone forth in his time, and with which he was intimately
connected, must ever be the main interest in looking at the
life of this first of the Medici; especially since owing to his
retiring disposition we only see occasional glimpses of him
among events at that time forming all the principal life of
Florence.

The fifteenth century started from the very beginning on
its wonderful career in this respect. In the first year of the new
century occurred that event already mentioned, tke compe-
tition for the execution of the bronze doors of the Baptistery.
The work being a votive offering on the part of the entire
city was intended to be of the very best description, for which
reason this competition to determine by whom it should be
executed was instituted "among artists of every country."
The subject fixed was a bronze panel representing the sacri-
fice of Isaac.

It is impossible to describe the rivalry and enthusiasm
called forth by this competition: it was a time when the
stirrings of Art were felt throughout the entire population of
Florence, and the excitement over the matter was intense.